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TO 


The  Rural  District  Council  of  Weymouth. 


February  23rd  1911. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  bo  lay  before  you  my  Report  fan? 

■the  year  1910.  j 

THE  AREA  of  the  District  Is  29,005  acres,  and  when  "the 
Inland  water  is  subtracted  28,969  acres. 

THE  POPULATION  at  the  last  Cnnsus  was  7,834,  and  has  not  r 
much  increased  at  the  present  time, 

BIRTH  RATE.  The  iiumber  of  births  for  the  year  is  180,  which 

gives  a  rate  of  22,8  per  thousand  of  population. 

DEAT.i  RATE.  -  is  11.9  per  thousand.  This  is  one  of  the 
lowest  recorded  for  the  district,  and  when  only  residents 
are  taken  into  account  it  would  be  11.1  per  thousand. 

AVERAGE  age  at  death  is  39. 

ZYMOTIC  Death  Rate  is  Nil . 

INI1  ANT  MORTALITY.  Fifteen  children  died  under  the  age 

of  one  year,  giving  a  rate  of  83.3  per  thousand  of  births 
registered. 

PREVALENCE  OF  DISEASE . 

NOTIFICATION.  Only  14  notifications  were  received. 


Scarlet  Fever 

8. 

Diptheria 
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Enteric  Fever 

2. 

Erysipelas 

1. 

Tuberculosis 
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The  district;  lies  near  the  Sea,  sheltered  from  the  North  by 
a  range  or  hills,  four  to  five  hundred  feat  high;  these  act 
as  a  water  shed  and  supply  od  water^  in  small  streams 

running  to  the  Sea. 

The  working  population  is  mostly  occupied  with  Agriculture 
and  Market  Gardening ^ with  some  Fishing^and  a  good  deal  of 
Laundry  Work  is  done  in  the  Cottages,  and  this  is  somewhat 
prejudicial  to  health. 

HOUSE  ACCOMI  'QDATION . 

With  the  exception  of  the  village  of  Wyke  Regis  the 
District  is  mostly  agricultural,  and  the  housing  is  generally 
sufficient.  Many  of  the  Cottages  are  very  old,  but  are 
ke  pt  in  a  fair  state  of  repair. 

At  Wyke  Regis  the  majority  of  the  houses  are  of  modern 
construction,  and  within  the  last  18  years  this  village  has 
grown  very  rapidly,  bub  during  the  last  three  or  four  years 
the  building  of  houses  here  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  v£ry 
brisk,  and  a  great  number  are  unoccupied,  on  account  of  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  men  engaged  at  the  Torpedo  Factory. 

ALL  new  Houses  throughout  the  District  are  subject  to 
Building  Bjrelaws,  and  the  supervision  of  the  erection  of  all 
premises  is  carried  out  by  the. Sanitary  Inspector, 

No  action  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act 
has  been  taken  or  needed.  All  necessary  repairs  etc  have 
been  carried  out  upon  notice  to  do  the  same. 

One  prosecution  for  breach  of  building  Dpelaws 
occurred  during  the  year,  the  defendant  was  convicted  and 
fined. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


With  few  exceptions  the  water  supply  is 


generally  sufficient  and  good.  The  larhfer  villages  obtari^i- 
on  / 

water  laid/from  resevoirs,  and  the  hamlets  get  their  water 
from  Wells  and  Springs, 
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One  small  Hamlet,  is  very  badly  supplied  as  to  quantity .  The 
water  upon  analysis  could  not,  be  condemned  .  To  obtain  a 
better  supply  would.  entail  heavy  cost,,  and  the  number  of 
houses  -  4  -  hardly  merit,  such  expense. 

At,  jjorer  Bincombe  a  supply  for  the  Farm  fjfouse  and  Cottages 
has  been  laid  on  by  the  Corners,  the  water  being  pumped'  up 
by  a  Ram  situated  a  mile  away. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Milk  supply  throughout  the  District 
is  generally  good  and  satisfactory,  the  quality  of  the  same 
may  be  considered  very  good. 

NO  MILK  is  imported  into  the  District. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops  are  generally 
satisfactory,  and  since  the  adoption  of  the  Act  very 
considerable  improvement  has  been  made  both  in  regard  to 
cleanliness  of  the  premises,  utensils  and  persons. 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  Cowsheds  are  made  especially 
during  the  hours  of  Milking,  and  if  necessary,  we  are 
empowered  to  call  in  a  Veterinary  Surgeon  to  inspect  any  Cows 
which  may  be  suspected  of  disease . 

Two  new  Cowsheds  have  been  erected  during  the  past  year  to 
replace  old  buildings  condemned,  and  improvements  in  many 
of  the  sheds  have  been  carried  out,  chiefly  in  regard  to 
Floors  and  drainage. 

FOOD  INSELCTIoN. 

ALL  Slaughter  houses  within  the  District  are  subject 
to  frequent  inspection,  generally  during  the  time  that 
Killing  is  in  progress.  Very  littler  cause  for  complaint 
can  be  found  with  the  quality  of  the  Meat,  but  in  one  case 
your  Inspector  seized  an  animal  bought  by  a  Butcher  for 
human  food,  and  the  Beast  when  killed  was  found  to  be  in  an 
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advanced  stage  of  disease,  and  upon  a  Magistrates  Order 
the  entire  carcase  was  destroyed  in  the  Refuse  Destructor 
of  the  Borough  of  Weymouth.  In  this  case  we  were  acting 

in  concert  with,  and  had  the  assistance  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of'the  Borough 
of  Weymouth, 

Another  animal  was  killed  and  the  carcase  destroyed 
"by  the  owner  upon  the  reguest  of  your  Inspector  and  myself 
It  was  much  diseased  and  had  been  kept  in  the  company  of 
other  animals  supplying  Milk  to  a  small  Vendor,  although 
the  said  animal  was  not  giving  any  Milk  at  the  time  of  seizure. 

SEWERAGE  and  DRAINAGE. 

A  system  of  Sewerage  was  laid  down  in  the  vintage  of 
Wyke  Regis  about  eight  years  ago  and  has  been  working  very 
satisfactorily;  the  general  conditions  of  the  Sewers  and 
nouse  drains  is  good. 

The  method  of  disposal  of  Sewage  here is  by  means  of  open 
septic  tanks,  filters  and  ^iand  irrigation.  The  sludge  is 

used  by  adjoinging  farmer  on  his  land.  The  filtered 

N 

effluent  discharging  into  the  Portland  .arbour,  under  the 
control  of  the  Admiralty,  but  no  complaints  have  been 
received  since  the  works  have  been  started  in  regard  to  the 
quality  of  the  effluent.  In  other  parts  of  the  district 
drainage  is  effected  by  means  of  cess  pools  and  earth  closets 
with  a  smaller  number  of  privy  vaults.  Some  of  the  larger 

villages  are  growing,  more  particularly  Upwey  and  Broadway. 
Should  the  present  rate  of  building  continue  the  question  of 
drainage  will  have  to  be  considered  in  a  few  years. 

POLLUTION  Of  RIVERS. 

Very  little  pollution  of  rivers  can  be  said  to  exist 
in  the  district,  some  of  the  smaller  vintages  have  old  drains. 
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which  eventually  lead  into  therivers,  and  overflows  from 
Cesspools  at  times  discharge  therein.  No  new  drains  are 
allowed  to  be  put  in  which  discharge  into  any  river, grrr  emertt 
dJL 

In  the  districts  generally  (excepting  Wyke  Regis) 
excrement  is  disposed  of  by  using  same  on  land,  and  the  district 
being  largely  Agricultural  this  can  be  effected  satisfactorily. 

REMOVAL  OB  IGUSE  REFUSE . 

This  is  only  undertaken  by  the  Council  in  one  part  of 
the  District  (Wyke  Regis)  .  The  work  is  let  by  Contract,  and 
at  present  is  carried  out  quite  satisfactorily,  being  collected  , 
twice  weekly,  and  the  refuse  is  taken  away  to  a  Farm  and  used 
on  the  land.  In  other  parts  it  is  managed  by  occupiers. 

1 

NUISANCES . 

No  legal  proceedings  for  the  abatement  of  any  nuisance 
have  been  taken  during  the  year,  the  abatement  of  such 
being  generally  effected  after  a  request  or  letter  from  the 
Inspector  * 

BYELAWS  as  to  LODGINGS  and  OFFENSIVE  TRADES . 

No  Byelaws  are  in  force  for  louses  let  in  lodgings,  <r/- 
offensive  trades.  The  District  does  not  need  any  such 
Byelaws,  and  no  trouble  arises  in  regard  to  offensive  trades. 


SC.IuuLS  . 

The  Village  Schools  are  in  a  good  Sanitary  condition. 
Improvements  have  been  made  at  Radipole  this  year.  The~water 
supply  is  good.  Many  Schools  have  been  closed  on  account  of 
Measles  and  Mumps.  The  Medical  Inspection  of  children  is 
undertaken  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 
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METHODS  OF  DEALING  WIT  I  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Most  of  "the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  treated 
in  'the  Isolation  lospital  which  take  16  Do  18  patients . 

This  hospital  is  now  in  a  very  efficient  state. 

Disinf ection  is  carried  out  by  means  of  Formalin  Vapours 
and  Carbolic  Acid. 

MET TODS  OF  CONTROL  OF  TUBERCULOSIS . 

The  only  system  of  notification  is  that  by  Poor  Law 
Medical  Officers. 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year  and  the  boy  was 
sent  away  to  a  Sanatorium  for  treatment.  Known  cases  are" 
visited  and  disinfectants  supplied,  and  in  case  of  death 
the  rooms  are  fumigated,  stripped  and  cleansed. 

i 

TUBERCULOSIS  continued 

Ihere  is  no  hospital  accommodation  for  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  in  the  District. 

TIKJjOTIFXCATION  OF  BIET iS  ACT  1907,  has  not,  been  adopted 
your  Council,  and  there  are  no  (health  Visitors. 

FACTORY  ACT . 

oof  Inspections  have  been  made  under  this  act.  No 
written  notices  were  isr  ued..  There  are  62  Work-Shops  on 
the  Register,  and  the  addresses  of  three  out-workers  have 
been  received  and  duly  visited.  One  prosecution  was  made 
jointly  with  the  B.S.P.C.A.  Inspector,  resulting  in  a 
conviction  and  fine . 

THIS  has  been  an  exceptionally  healthy  year.  Five  of  the 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  from  Wyke  Regis  and  there  were 
only  8  altogether. 


Two  mild  cases  of  Diptheria  and  two  of 
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Enteric  which  wore  probably  imported. 

The  Death  Rate  i’s  the  lowest  Tor  many  years. 

Your  Inspector  and  myself  have  made  systematic 
inspections  of  the  District. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully. 

Medical  Officer  of  health, 


TO 

T.  A.  luxtable  Esq.. 

Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council, 


Weymouth. 
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